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In  Harris  County,  southeast  Texas,  approximately  20  miles 
east  of  Houston.    The  project  extends  almost  to  the  city 
limits  of  Highlands  and  is  about  seven  miles  north  of  the 
city  of  Goose  Creek.    Three  miles  south  of  Sam  Houston 
Farms  lies  the  San  Jacinto  battleground,  famous  in  Texas 
history  as  the  birthplace  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 


Number  of  Units: 


History  of  Pro.lect: 


Purpose  of  Project: 


Project  Description: 


86. 

The  Resettlement  Administration  established  Highland 
Farms,  later  known  as  Sam  Houston  Farms,  in  1956. 
The  management  of  the  project  was  transferred  in 
1937  to  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  successor 
to  the  prior  agency. 

Sam  Houston  Farms  was  established  as  a  practical 
demonstration  in  assisting  farm  tenants  and  other 
distressed  farm  families  toward  farm  ownership 
and  economic  security. 

The  acute  condition  of  farm  tenancy  in  Harris  County, 
made  worse  by  the  influx  of  farmers  from  drought 
areas,  forced  many  renters  in  this  area  to  seek 
relief.    Sam  Houston  Farms  will  enable  a  limited 
number  of  these  tenants  to  become  farm  owners  and 
practice  scientific  farming. 

Situated  on  a  sandy  clay  and  marl  soil,  considered 
one  of  the  more  productive  soils  of  the  Gulf  Coastal 
Plain,  the  4,988  acres  of  Sam  Houston  Farms  are 
devoted  to  the  growing  of  cotton,  truck  and  sub- 
sistence crops. 

The  project  has  been  divided  into  86  farms,  ranging 
in  size  from  40  to  80  acres.    The  farms  are  bounded  by 
drainage  ditches  which  are  necessary  to  bring  the 
land  to  its  top  efficiency,  as  annual  rainfall 
averages  45  inches. 


Although  cotton  is  the  principal  cash  crop  of  the 
homesteaders,  a  variety  of  truck  crops  is  raised. 
Figs,  which  bring  a  high  return,  are  also  being 


i 


-  2  - 


grown  to  supply  a  nearby  cannery.    Truck  crops  find 
a  ready  market  in  the  large  industrial  area  around  the 
oil-towns  of  Goose  Creek  and  Baytown  and  the  shipping 
centres  of  Rous ton  and  Galveston.    These  cities  are 
within  commuting  distance  of  the  project.  In 
addition  to  these  cash  crops,  homesteaders  raise 
food  crops  for  their  own  use  and  feed  crops  for  work 
animals  and  dairy  cattle.    Various  co-operatives  will 
be  established  on  the  project  and  a  work  center  will 
be  set  up.    The  work  center  will  house  a  woodwork 
shop,  tool  shed,  grist  mill  and  blacksmith  shop. 

No  school  is  planned  for  the  project,  as  excellent 
schools  are  found  in  Goose  Creek.    Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  transport  children  by  bus  to  city  schools. 

House  Description;  Sixty-four  of  the  86  houses  planned  for  the  project 

had  been  built  under  contract  by  the  Fall  of  1958, 
and  the  remaining  22  were  under  construction.  The 
finished  houses  are  of  frame  construction,  have  four 
or  five  rooms  and  a  porch.    The  houses  are  hurricane- 
proof  and  termite  proof  and  have  rock-wool  insulation 
and  roofs  that  are  guaranteed  for  40  years.  Each 
house  has  a  kitchen  sink,  but  is  not  wired  for 
electricity  or  piped  for  gas.    Water  is  supplied  by 
individual  wells. 

Outbuildings  include  barns  which  have  stall  space  for 
three  mules  and  two  cows  and  can  be  easily  enlarged 
and  poultry  houses  which  accomodate  from  60  to  a 
hundred  hens. 

The  Homesteaders;  Eighty  families  had  been  accepted  for  residence  on  the 

project  and  thirty  two  families  were  in  occupancy  under 
a  share-crop  year  lease  agreement  by  the  Fall  of  1958. 
The  tenants  will  have  five  years  in  which  to  decide 
whether  they  will  buy  the  farms  they  now  rent.  Loans 
for  purchase  of  the  farms  will  be  made  on  lenient 
terms.    The  21  houses  under  construction  had  been  sold 
to  responsible  tenant  farmers.    These  farmers  received 
loans  to  buy  the  land  and  make  necessary  improvements 
on  the  farm.    The  loans,  which  averaged  $5,583.98,  are 
repayable  within  40  years  at  three  percent.    The  annual 
repayment  on  such  loans,  covering  interest  and  amor- 
tization, averages  $241.55. 
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